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In view of reports that the Rumanien Cammnist regime plans to stage a

propaganda trial involving lucretiu Patrascenu, former Cammmist Minister
of Justice, the following interpretation of Patrascamu's activities during
the period 1945-1947 may be of interest, [

1 Luecretin Patrascanu seems to have joined the Communist Party in 1920
immediately after the First War when he finished his secondary school.
he errest of his father, Professor Piiriscamu as e Germen
collaborator (editor of Lumine) linked up with the fear of the Rumanian
Government of Bolshevism, Which was developing among the Russien armies
in Runania, made Patrascamu in his revolt join the CoP.Ae. Reliable
eyo-wiimess remembors Patrascenu saying in 1919-1920; "I will became a
Bolshevik to revenge my father". Detweon the iwo wars, Patrésoeru
progressed in the Party on the line of the intellectual-theoreticisn end
not as a tactician. Ile hsd more connections with minority groups
(Iungarisns, Jews, Germans), which usually brought in votes for the
Party, then with the working class. Probably this purely characteristic
line, thecretician and leck of inclinstion toward tactics made him not
worthwhile for training at losoow. It should be mentiomed thet he is
one of the best Marxist thecreticians in Rumsnia (alongside Radécoami,
and far more advenced than the remainder of the Cammunists).

2. The war developed Patrdscanu as the political key-figure in the Commmnish
Partys In the absenco of the other Comumist politicel leadsrs, he beers
the political raspomsibility of the Rumanisn Communist Party. We should
remember that Antonescu carried out a double policy:. he was dealing with
&8 well as protscting the "opposition™. In agreemont with Mosoaw,
Patrsscanu represented the Communist Party. (A large part of the contects
betwesn him and the other opposition parties were esteblished by Constentin
Titel Petrescu). For thls reasson, although he had his "forced residence"
et Poiana Tapului, he used to lesve it often, snd meny times when the
Gostapo war loocating his place of "hiding" in Bucharest, the Rumanien
political police would warn him iwenty-four hours in sdvence to leave
that place. Contacts with Anomesecu's Fascist Government night be one
of the accusations brought up in a trial.
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Vere the Nosoow Rumenien Corrmnists preparing fram the very beginning a
"iguidation" of Pebrascanu, who saw its political end moral authority
developed to the meximum due to the events which happenéd during the war?
Although imposgible to state it £irmly, there wes an action of "cawmter.
valancing®™ Patrascenu almost from the beginning. Ghsorghe leorgghi&-l)eja
a Carmnict lesder lacking the psrsonality and independence of Patrascam
or his theoretical preparation, tut of working class end Rumanien origin
wag "pumped up"”,

What is the first disappoiniment of Patréscamu towards the Soviet Uniom?
Patrascaru was a member of the Runaenisn delegatiom flown to Moscor to
sipn the Armistices Insteasd of being received like a "comrade™ ke was
raceived in a hmiliating way, as the "delsgate" of e nation conguered
by Russias Fram this he developod e revulsion for the "Soviet Goverment
and mthorities®, tut it appoarced thet he still maintained confidence in
the "Bolshevik Party". This oppeared obvious froa remarks he mede to
Constentin Titel Patrescu after his return fram loscow,

What were the first frictioms between Patrascemu and the Central Comitice
cf the Rumsnhisn Communist Party, in reelity with the lMoscow trained
Commnigts? An irritation existed from the begimning, but it is difficult
to determine when such irritation was transformed into incidents.
Patrascanu from the beginning held four political postss He wos a member
of' the Political Bureau, the Central Camittee, the three-men Editorial
Comnittee of Soéhteis snd Minister of Justice. It seems the first
incidents ocoured in the Ministry of Justice, where Patrascam Was
gurrounded by militant, old-line Communists, jJurists-counsellors, vho were
intellectusls aend not Moscow trained. It is interesting to note that meny
were elements of Transylvenien minorities (where Patrascanu stood for a
ssat in Parlisment in 1932). The "Potrisceru Group™ was teking shape. It
happened very often that muclei of the "loscow Communista® arrenpged the
appointment of negistrates withoaut asking him, and presented him only
with the documents to be sipgned. This increased the irritatime.

The first incident occurred beiween PHtriscemu ond Vesile Luca. luca

couea from Transylvanie. He lacked any mess support and tried to create
Yopdres" for himself. llany of his supporters were recruited fran ex-
nsmbers of the fascist terrorist lungarien group "Nylas™. The Nylas

group not only massacred Jews tut canmitted incredible cruelties towsrd
Rumaniens. They wont so far that Antonescu esked for a camission of
inquirys presided over by Germons end including Rumenisn and Mungerien
roprogentetives. (One of the Rumenien delegates to this comissiom,

Dan Geblescu, is in Paris as a refugee.) The Commission established thetd:
excosses Were camitted (they found Rumaniens used for ploughing instesd

of enimals end the like). Vhen ILuca, after recruiting support smomg exe
Hyies men, sppointed them to various posts, this brought a flov of pretesis
#ron Transylvenis which were principally eddressed to Ptr¥scanu as Minsster
of Justice. Things were even more “heated"by his advisers from Transylvania,
0ld Camunists sueh as Rurgher, et cetera, whilch determined PEtrEscanu o
go to thet regilon and exsmine the situstian. After his investigation in

- “eangylvania he went to Cluj, vhere he mede his famous speoch, which

was interpreted by Scanteia as nationalistic and cheuvinistic. Thie is
the first time that this Iriction became publiec, through Scanteia’s
article. TFrom that time the war is more or lesz open.

Tn 1948, PotrEscanu was eliminated from the Executive Comittes {Political
Bureau) and the Editorial Camitbes of Scénteia.

iMmet are Pitriscamu's principal fundsmentel objections? Although nob
sure, they appear to be all connected with the fact that under the con-
ditions which the Coammnist Party worked and its relatiomship with the
Red Army, the crestion of a lumanien Camunist movement which could

sbond on ite own feet was impossible. The economic treatiss with the
Hoviet Union and the econwnic exigenciss of the Red Army made the lifting

.of the stendard of living so difficult that chances for developing the

Commist movement were very amall. In this last point of view ho was
encouragsd by his friend, Herbert Zilber, the best econonist of the
Runenisn Coammmist Partye
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Tt was in 1946 [thet Pitrascenu,

rotler desperste, sent n memorandum directly to Stalin without the
Imoiledge of the Political Dureeme In this memorardum he oxplained that
on one gide the behavior of the Ped Army wes destroying the prospects of
Rumonien Commniem, while on the otlher the fact that sane of the Rumaniem
Compunist lesders transformed themselves into tools of the Ruscien
anthorities in Rumenia and were looking only for opportunities Lo serve
the Red Army was discrediting the Party in the eyes of the masses. It
appoared thet he took up matters of am economic nature. Apperently, g
copy of this memorendum fell into the hands of Iuca end Ana Pevkere

The Rumenien Party, hed o sort of "ambassador" in Stelin's cabinet. llis
name was Bejan (apperently a false neme; thers is a slight chenece that
this percon should be in fact a lawyer from Balti, Bessarabia, called

Weissbuch)s He wished %o be recalled to Rumenia and nade e deal with

Penkor end Luca that in exchenge for the copy of the memorandum he would
be recalleda. ‘».q;at was Stalin’s reaction? Although for tactical reasums
he encoursged Patréscanu quasi-officislly through iwo or three channels
end agreod on severpl points,kbasically,I:E_\J Stalin Was against

Phtriscomu. By this means, Patréscenu brought en his o "liquidation”.

Potrascenu addressed Stalin as the groat lesder of all Coammunist
movements above the Nussisn Govermment. Il did mot understend the
reality, that Stalin sbove ell is the lesdor of Russion imperialism end
using "Commmiem®™ in order to facilitate Russizn expansicn..

Yow were "proofs” gathered against Patrascam's "troason"™? It is rather
complicated end s%ill unclear. Anyway, & great role wes played in it
ezainst his will and in full good faith by lerbert Zilber.

| lat about the time Phtr¥scemu wrote
tho memorandum, Zilber was spproechied by one of the main responsible
Soviet UKVD leadsrs, a certain Petre Goncheruk (the neme is naturally
not his real one) hed had a lerge sxporiensd in Rumanisn offeirs. In
+he pre-war Camintern he hed been respomsible for the Pumenian Commmi~
nist Party, and it appeared stayed in Rumenisn prisons for a long time.
He was morried to a Rumanien Commnict, and hed one of the most importent
politicel roles in the supervision in Kumenia. lle led s whole ring end
had his people in gll the Commnist organizations, including the Moscow
FIoups.

Goncharvk ‘told Zilber that loscow fully shered Patrascaru’s and Zilber's
views. Commnisn should btuild itself up on its own besis, and the

asocial revolution should come from within end not be inmposed in difficult
conditions and thua discredited. The mein thing according to Goncharuk,
wes to ensure econmic conditions which would pguarantee amongst others a
high steandsrd of living. Russia did not wish war; the tronsition periocd
would last lonper then the Moscow "group” belisved. Neither Iilber nor
Patrasconu should not worry too much sbout this group. The Camunist
Party in order to insure a healthy economy, imports end exports mechinery,
needs camercial agreements with the United Statos and Great Britain.
These combries must be made to see the Cammnist process as a social
normal evolution in the Balkens and not as a submission to Russis as a
country. Becense of the long trensition periocd and becanse commercial
exchenges snd supplies should be obtained fran the United Stetee and
Great Britein, in order to build up an industry, contacts were still
necosgary with the bourgeoisic. Tho undeniable fact is thet Goncharuk
esteblished his headquarters in Zilbsrts flat. Phtrascam, v o
Rumenisn, was neking persanal conbacts with some of the opposition
people. There was a rumor that he even went to see the King secretly
several times. CGoancheruk continued to lead this work and encourage ite
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In 1946, at tho signing of the Peaco Treaties in Paris, Zilber went
with Pitrdccarms What ectually heppenod at the sisgning of the Peace
Treaty is diffiocult to state |
way Zilber hed arremged differont contocts [with wvestern

elements with the agroement snd sdvice of Goncharuk's arents, one !ihail
Simion, member of the SSI but p secret momber of Goncharuk's ring hed

‘the mission to supervise FPatr8scemu and Zilber omd report to Goncharuk.

This was simple since Concharuk, alrondy naring Zilber's projects,
facilitated 17ihail Simion's jobe It secms a lot of "eapranising”®

materials were pethered at the Paris Conference. It appears that a
provocation has been "arrenged" so that Zilber, who was an adviser of the

0il subecormission, was accused of indiscretions. In auturm 1947 +he

geme was approeching ite end, emd Zilber was eliminated from the FParty

in public and fran the fdministrative Council of ColeCa Where he representod
the Cammnist Party, In fact, while Zilber was purged publicly, Goncharuk
had his hesdquartera in Zilber's house end was on very friendly terms

with him. Zilbor was still very reessured. Soon thereafter, sboub

Cetober 1947, Zllber dissppeared. There are meny rumors; the moat persistent
is that Zilber camitted suicide. I‘aybe Goncheruk shot Zilber because hé

wag the only witness which night have stated that he was bohind all thoso
“oontacts” with imperislists. Dlerhaps he was taken to Russie as ono of

the best specielists in Rumenien econamy. Porhaps he was taken to Russia
because if he agrees to appesr in the Pitrhscenm process end tell the

"ruth" as s witness, but forget to montion the role played by Concharuk

and tho YKVD, he might be usefula ’

Once Zilber wes "liquidnted” Patriscamu soon followed. At the end of 1947
end eorly 1948, Pgtrascamu who attacked publicly by Tochari Georgesou,
Minister of the Interior. It wes then rumored that he wee at Snagov in
forced damicile. Others roported Laving scon him lator at a library
where he was reading books and gathering materiasl for a booke

It appears that scme (two it gseems) diplamatic couriers | |
maintained contacts on behalf of PEtriscen | | They
were arrested, and it appears they mede full ctatements. | |

[ |if such eouriers existed {and they did) they wero
"provocator§" froam the very bepirming., TCxception might be mede with a
friend of Patr¥scanu |end was rocelled and

arrested in Bucharest.

a certain Andrescus a former member of the Pumenien
Legsations
who was a Triond of Patréscaru and wae lator recalled to lucharest (1949),
is also involved in this affair. Although recalled by Ane Peuker and
deserting the legation for one month, he was still resppointed at the
Rumenisn diplomatic servicee [ |it was a result of a direct
Soviet intervention, becouso thoy are co strong that they night have
protected o diplomat ageinst sna Pauker.
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